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Maria Paola Costi, Ph.D. Date and Place of Birth 6/26/1959, Modena , Italy.

Education. 1984: degree in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Science, University of Modena, Modena, Italy, 1985: degree in Pharmacy, University of Modena, 1989: PhD in Medicinal Chemistry, University of Milan-Modena-Trieste, Italy.
Brief Chronology of Employment: -1990: Research position in the Faculty of  Pharmacy, Modena, Department of Pharmaceutical Science.   -1991: Visiting fellow, Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics, Directed by Prof. D.V.Santi. University of California San Francisco, US. Back in the same lab as Visiting scientist in 1994, 1996, 1998, 1999.  -1992-1993: Post doctoral fellow, Department of Pharmaceutical Science, Prof. P.G. Baraldi. University of Ferrara, Ferrara, Italy.  -1993-1999 Permanent Researcher position, Department of Pharmaceutical Science, University of Modena, Modena, Italy. -2000- 2009.  Associate Professor in Medicinal Chemistry, Faculty of Bioscience and Biotechnology, University of Modena, Modena, Italy. -2010- Full Professor in Medicinal Chemistry, Faculty of Bioscience and Biotechnology, University of Modena, Modena, Italy.
Teaching activity. Medicinal chemistry and Advanced methodologies in Drug Discovery, Laboratory of biotechnological drugs, protein purification in the Faculty of Bioscience and Biotechnology. In the past 15 years she has been teaching 10 different subject within Analytical Chemistry, Medicinal chemistry, Drug Design in the Faculty of Pharmacy. School of  Doctorate in Health Science teaching topics related to System biology approaches to drug discovery.
Research Activities. I have the following responsibilities:  a) PI for the Laboratory of Drug Discovery of Enzyme Inhibitors at the Department of Pharmaceutical Science at University of Modena (UNIMORE).  b) Coordinator of the strep project named  LIGHTS (Ligands to Interfere with human Thymidylate synthase, www.lights-eu.org ) and among all projects I am  coordinating a local team of 20 scientists. The all group is composed of 35 people.  c) Italian Project on Anticancer discovery focused on the Medicinal chemistry aspects, Modena unit, (MIUR-COFIN project 2002-2006).  d) European COST B22 Lab for antiparasitic drug screening (http://www.icp.ucl.ac.be/cost/costB22/ screening_survey.pdf ). My lab is part of the new COST action on “Drug development in parasitic diseases” CM0801 ( http://www.costcm0801.org/CM0801/Welcome.html ) 2008-2012.
My group is composed by 10-12 people as average. I am currently actively working in three main research projects on the identification and synthesis of  leads in the following areas: 1. Thymidylate synthase enzymes structure, function, inhibition and network-pathways. 2. Folate related enzymes involved in parasitic diseases including the novel enzyme Pteridine reductase 1 (PTR1). 3. Beta-Lactamase structure, function and inhibition. For more info on the research group: http://www.scifar.unimo.it/web/costi/.e) Principal investigator project AIRC (Italian Association for Cancer Research) on Drug resistance in Ovarian Cancer, focused on Targeting Folate receptors as transport system for folate conjugate candidate drugs.2010-2013. f) Coordinator of the project on the identification of new drugs for parasitic diseases, PRIN2009. 2011-2013.
MPC has published over 180 scientific works including papers on international journals, congress presentations, books chapters and patents. She is external reviewer for different National and International Agencies and Scientific Journals, grant award peer reviewer.   She is active in the technological transfer field: co-Founder of the research-based biotech Tyodck Pharma, as university spin-off company and scientific responsible of EU projects in the area. 
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